Classification of endometriosis.
The evolution of classification schemes for endometriosis has continued since the 1920s, when initial attempts were made to describe endometriosis. The cause, pathophysiology, and natural history of endometriosis remain difficult to characterize. As knowledge about endometriosis increases, classification schemes will change to incorporate new ideas. Evolution of the current American Fertility Society's revised classification of endometriosis is reviewed, as well as evaluation of its use with respect to prediction of fertility and management of pelvic pain. Possible directions for classification in the future are also discussed in this article.